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VOLUM£ __ _ 
ACCESSION NO. 
FOR OR AGAINST CHINA'S NATIONAL 
CONSTITUTION? 
(R eprinted from The China Press, Shanghai, of June 1, 1927) 
THE long period of suffering undergone by the peo-ple of China under the despotic r ule of the 
Manchus culminated in 1911 in a Revolution which was 
received with acclamation all oveir this vast l:and and 
was envisaged as a veritable triumph for the forces of 
civilisation. The world, rejoicing in the passing of an 
effete dynasty, exclaimed: "Ah, China is moving!" 
The principle of the autocratic reign of the Manchu 
Dynasty was swept into the dust-bin and sovereignty 
over China was vested in the people. 
The colossal effoirt for the emancipation of China 
was crowned by the establishment of the Chinese Con-
stitution, which firmly laid down the system of ad-
ministration in China and defined the fundamental 
rights of her citizens. Aside from the greatest achieve-
ment as laid down in Art. 2 of the Constiitution, where-
by the sovereignty qf the Republic was vested in the 
whole body of the people, the citizens of China have 
established well-defined principles of rights and Hbeirties 
for every -citizen of the Republic without _racial, class 
or relgious distinctions. Art. 6 lays down the following 
rights of the citizens : 
(1) No citizens shall be arrested, imprisoned, tried or puni-
·shed except in accordance with law. 
(2) The :habitation of any citizen shall not be entered or 
searched except in acco.rdance with law. 
(3) .Citizens shall enjoy t.he r ight of the security of their 
property and the freedom of trade. 
( 4) Citizens shall have t he freedom of speech, of publica-
t ion, of association. 
(5) Citizens shall have the right of t he secrecy of their 
letters. 
(6) Citizens shall have t he liberty of residence and removal. 
(7) Cit izens shall have the freedom of religion. 
No'Y', more than ever, when all over China the per-
sonal rights and liberties of Chinese citizens are 
• ruthl~ssly tampered wit~, can the Chinese appreciate 
the s1gmficance of the I"lghts which they had won for 
themeslves after vanquishing the despotism of the 
Manchus? Unfortunately, however these achievements 
nowadays exist only on paper. 'Except within the 
l ·1 :i •• ,,, • t r "'1 . (.'...., 1 ·t . •. 1 
boundaries of foreign ho,u.cessions, Chinese citizens all 
over the country, be it ·north or -sou-th, re deprived not 
only of those high guar,antees of their liberty and 
dignity but ven the most elementaJry protection of their 
very. existence. .- _ , .. , , . 1 ,, • • 
• -T-he Chinese ,p<;ptllation i despo-iled: without mercy 
by .t.roops and. or,g~p.ised , squ~d of b;mdi ts and. is made 
the vi~tim of robberies, kiidnappingsr _;m__u:r:der and rape. 
Legitimat.e trade, t developn,iept ,pf jn;d1,1strie$, commerce, 
finance,_ QmrounicationS:---raJl..., oi which is most essenti-
ally needed O!X" the very existence• of China-have pe ... 
come. . impo iblen by eijson { of xto,:tion, taxation and 
illegal .levJes under wfilioh .everi healthy effort of the 
population towards eponomic de elopment , is doomed 
to abj~ct failure. There . -is no personal liberty, no 
immunity from illegal arr:est; p.eople are not Ol!lY thrown 
into. prison t: 3rnd· left .there to lan.guish without trial, bµ,t 
aJre sinrnly_execut_ed at.tbe. pl~~ µre of :thos~ w.ho happen 
to }l~v mnirped autp.ority. Administratjon in different 
p~rts of .th~ country has -become synonymous with an 
unljmited and despotic reign of ·brute force over the 
citizens _ of. Qhina. . 
And today, as sixteen years ago, the Chines.a nation 
finds itself again in a terr.ific turmoil and. conflagration 
as a result of the siixteen unhappy years- of ill ad-
ministration a'nd cynical} neglect . di nat,ional aff adrs 
because the offidals have · been too engrossed in the 
pursuit of their own aggrandizement. -· W,ith de-
magogioal imperltinence~ typical -0f the oratory of the 
Red Internationale, the sufferh1g population of China, 
driiven to the very brink -of despafr and· fury under ,the 
lash and sword of its executioners, is now taught that 
for all its suff e:rings and wrongs, the foreigners alone 
are to be blamed. 
Foreigne~s are to blim~ for having •. ~rected in 
China her only few reall~ c:i.vilised.m...odern .and beautiful 
cities, her pnJy _happy , and aesthe,tic wots in China 
where Chin~$~ trade and 'ndust1Y. are flouris\iini. 
( -.JJ ... i ,. > 
Foreigners are..-to !:>lame for p oviding money with-
out stint and l:milding f-o-r 0hina all her •:railiroads which • 
have :fornished the CQUJltry. )Vi. h .- a network of com-
munications forming one of he •greatest factors for the 
futu:r;e political . uni{ic;ation o:( the country. 
With the vast tertritories of China and her enormous 
population, without railrO'ads, uniting, as they do, 
,..... I l ~ ' • 
economical1Yi i aod ad,ninistratively, th~ ,.scattered parts 
of China •political reunification would,become ab olutely 
impossible. ~.n..d the foreigners, }VhQ have given tb.eir 
money and who have actually Quilt with their , c,wn 
hand .. this . mightiest foundation , Qf , China's future 
pdliti al unification and national g,reatness, are blamed 
and insulted ! 
... 1F~r~ig:qer,s .have to be blamed, for they pro-vided the 
means of. edu~a.tion not only 'by · unlimited ho pitality 
and, unr~tricted . patronage of Chines~ y-outh 1in their 
o;wn countri~s but have poured into China •mjllions jn 
tre.as-u e . ~ma. :,endless spiritual forces · and goodwill by 
sendil}.g mi'Ssions for equcation and religious purposes-
.... ,., ~ I•, :,•11 .... :•_. 1 • \ ~ • 
Foreign s ,are • to blame for ha'!ipg e_reated fleets 
of steamer pro iding ,cheap and .healthy t,rans_port .for 
the Chinese masses and other .economic. r~quirements. 
~oreigne are to b.lame for est~blishing in China 
cu toms po,stat .and telegriaph 1 s,eryi<;es, for creating 
schppls ,and ho~pi.tals to .fig.h_t, i1r.r~sp~ctjye of .the cbs_t in 
term;, of human Ufe and t:i-easure,. ~~rkrie~s and. dise-~se 
which, -byJ .tpeir J nsidious ,_ and des.tructive .. work, have 
been driving China t.o degradation and ruin , . ... .,. .. . 
• And today, rwhen the -.suffering" natior( has :r.ai,sed 
its head and i feverishly ·looking for salvation,. the peo-
ple are not, offer,ed any explanation except to be. told of 
the :'injustice" and "oppression" met with· at the hands 
of foreignerg, No serious. attemptris made to off,er· to 
the, awakeni. g consciousness ,of the . nation anything 
more ·than ,this unseemly pack. of lies and malicious· and 
int,oxi atingly poisonous p opaganda, intended to divert 
the mind of the nation from the real soU1rces of its 
indescribable sufferings. 
;: • , ,- .a.• r , f ,. J ~ 
. 1 T·he main, v-il of . China is the ,},aclc ,of;-one worthy 
and .trusted government. The,, one and ,greatest evil of 
China 4S the· hnposs.ihility of..,building llP ~n ,administra-
.ti_,on, which would answer the pressing needs of the 
nation This failure to produce a united government 
in China is the s0U1I'ce of all of China's ills and suffer-
ings,. and this is the only thing ,w p.ich is :rendedng im-
possible at the present moment the revision of Sino-
foreign relations. And it is natural that the main task 
before China i to dev}se a formula on which the Chinese 
nation will be able to erect the future government of the 
country. 
The elaboriation of this principle on which the edi-
fice of the future government of China has to be erected 
is the· greatest and immediate task of the nation. It 
cann~t be postponed without causing grievous hur~ to 
the nation. It must now be made clear to the nat10n, 
for the entire destiny of China hinges on the method 
and principle on which the future government of the 
nation is to be built. 
The supreme liberty of a nation consists in the 
rright of the people to devise a method of self-administra-
tion and to elect a government which would follow the 
people's will since it owes its existence to the will of the 
nation. This system of self-rule, through accredited 
deputies of the mass of the population, is one of the 
safest guarantees against misrule and usurpakion of the 
rights of the nation. Comp,ared with this gigantic task 
as to how to establish in -China one great, effective and 
trusted government, the foreign question -is of compara-
tively minor impOII'tance. 
The government must be the brain and soul of a 
nation, and without a brain and a soul, a nation is 
inevitably plunged into the dismay of insanity and 
paralysis. The Chinese must hear and know, realise 
and see which way it is being pushed and direclted to go 
in solving this vital problem. 
_ Vague promises and hints by the Chang Tso-lins, 
Chiang Kai-sheks, Sun Chuan-fang.s, Wu Pei-fus and 
Feng Yu-hsiangs of China and their s1lver-tongued as-
surances of striving for the good of the nation rure not 
sufficient. The political and military leaders of China 
have not only to appeal for the support of the nation 
but to ,announce in precise terms to the population of 
the country on what lines they intend to build up the 
government of China. 
Until now, the Provi1sional Constitution of China 
has been the only supreme mandate and command in 
which the people's will has culminated in trespect of the 
form of the People's Governmenlt. The National Con-
stitution of China is the only unaffected ideal of the 
Chinese nation, and it is imperative that the contesting 
poliltical groups of China should definitely announce to 
the people which of them are for and which of them 
against the National Constitution of China. 
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